
St Paul’s Church 
 

 
 
Dear all 
 

The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed that I wasn’t in church last Sunday morning (which is a great shame 
for me as I really enjoy Café Church). I wasn’t being lazy, I was worshipping in St. Mary Platt instead with the rest 
of my cohort, at the end of one of our residential weekends. The module we are currently studying for is Canon 
Law and it’s by far and away my favourite so far. 
 

The last lecture of the weekend was given by a very dynamic chap who is both a barrister and a theologian. (You 
can subscribe to his website here: https://theologyoflaw.org/video-presentations/ He speaks about how the 
Christian vision of justice is drawn from God’s nature as revealed in the overarching narrative of the Bible. 
Goodness and justice, he says, were inherent from the beginning of creation, but things went wrong from the 
start and injustice followed. We fell out of relationship with God, with one another and with creation itself. The 
biblical view of justice is built on the idea of right relationship. 
 

God’s response was to give the ancient Israelites the law as part of the solution to the problem of injustice. The 
Old Testament prophets repeatedly describe the widow, the orphan, and the foreigner as examples of those 
who are most susceptible to injustice because they do not have strong relationships or networks to protect 
them. The law was designed to provide for these vulnerable people, and the law still works best today when it 
prioritises the needs of the disadvantaged.  
 

Of course the law of the land, as opposed to God’s law, is decided largely by politicians. I have to admit to being 
disappointed and dismayed by the debates in parliament this week over measures to criminalise desperate and 
vulnerable people who hand over their life savings and risk life and limb to seek sanctuary in this country. This is 
not a party-political issue; some on both sides of the house were employing ugly rhetoric which casts other 
humans as ‘less than’, as societal problems to be solved. I’m sure the Old Testament prophets would not have 
been impressed, and as Christians, I wonder how we might play or part in speaking truth to power, and praying 
for more creative and compassionate ways to treat our neighbours, near or far. God is love, and love never asks 
us to treat people less than justly.  
 

Rev Anthea  
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 12th MARCH – LENT 3 (ZOOM) 

10 am  All-Age Communion – Rev Anthea 

SUNDAY 19th MARCH – LENT 4 (ZOOM) 

10 am  Mothering Sunday – Gwyn 

SUNDAY 26th  MARCH – LENT 5 (ZOOM) 

10 am  Holy Communion – Rev Anthea 

SUNDAY 2nd APRIL – Palm Sunday 

10 am  Café Service – Café Church Team, headed up by Gwyn 

 

EVENTS 
 

SATURDAY 18th MARCH 
2.30 pm Afternoon Tea 

https://theologyoflaw.org/video-presentations/


 
NOTICES 
 

Annette Vale's funeral will be at Vinters Park Crematorium on Friday 17th March at 12.30 pm and afterwards at 
the Bull, Penenden heath. Please confirm to Maureen if you will attending for catering numbers. 
 

EASTER 
 

Easter is an appropriate time to remember a loved one, relative or friend who has died. One way of doing this is 
to donate towards the annual cost of church flowers in their memory.   During the Easter season a list will be on 
display in church giving the names of those in whose memory flowers have been donated.   If you would like to 
contribute in this way, please complete the form at the back of the church and place it with your donation in the 
envelope provided.  To ensure that names are included, please return the slip with your donation to Charys 
Beswick by Palm Sunday 2nd April.  Thank you 
 

FOOD BANK 
 
The next deliveries will be on 24th March. 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE  
week beginning Sunday, 12th March 2023 

‘Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances: for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.’  (1 

Thessalonians 5: 16-18) 
 

This week we give thanks for: 

 The presence of special people in our lives supporting us when we truly need them; pray for those who 
are alone and have no one to visit them. 

Please pray for: 

 God’s comfort, safety, and provision for everyone caught up in the Russia-Ukraine conflict; for wisdom, 
calm and compassion from leaders on both sides; and may the church in this region be a voice for peace 
and have the resources they need to help those in need.  

 Migrants who are risking their lives to find a better and safe future; pray that authorities around the 
world will find fair and workable solutions to help these desperate and displaced people. 

 God’s comfort as we journey through our own wildernesses of doubt and uncertainty. 

 The wise and just counsel of Government Ministers and MPs as they continue to make decisions on the 
future of this country. 

 Faith, vision, love and hope as we work together to set out the future needs of our Church and 
community.      

 Our Church family: all who are struggling; and for Edith, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Maureen, Carol, Sandra and 
Brenda; and for Ruth, Helen and Meaghan.  

 Awareness of things that we take for granted – Lent is a good time to pause, step back, look at ourselves 
and try to change anything we do that could be destroying the environment and violating the human 
rights of poorer nations. 

 
You may like to use this prayer during the week: 
Loving God, you have called us to look after the earth and its people.  Remind me when I forget your calling; 
show me how to live wisely and responsibly.   Amen. 
 


