
St Paul’s Church 
 
 

 
 
Dear All 
 

As you will know, last week was Chris’s final service here with us at St. Paul’s and we had a farewell lunch after 
the service to say goodbye to Chris and Sarah. It was a really successful occasion; the food was lovely and I’m 
sure everyone who came enjoyed it enormously. I have a card from Chris and Sarah to say thank you which I will 
read out in church this week. Chris officially retires on 21st February, and then they’re off to West Sussex the 
following day. I know I speak for us all in wishing them every happiness on this next exciting stage of their 
journey.  
 

Of course this does leave us without a Priest-in-charge for some time, (an interregnum to give the official title) 
and many people wonder why we don’t just appoint a new priest right away. Well, in the Church of England, 
there is always a planned gap – a time for reflection – before a new appointment. Interregnum essentially 
means a vacancy between leaders and it’s an opportunity for genuine discernment; a time to pause and think 
about who we have been, who we are now and who we’d like to become in the future. The PCC have very wisely 
decided to consider all the options available to St. Paul’s. We will enter any discussions with an open mind and 
an open heart so that the people of St. Paul’s and our wider parish are served in the best way possible. In due 
course, rest assured that these consultations will include the whole congregation. 
 

In the meantime, those of us who have the responsibility for ‘keeping the show on the road’ will do our best to 
maintain the quality of our services, support and fellowship. This is a time for us all to pull together prayerfully 
and practically as we look ahead to a positive future for St. Paul’s. 
 

Rev Anthea 
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT (ZOOM) 

10 am  Celtic Worship – Rev Anthea & Jenny Clifton 

WEDNESDAY 22nd FEBRUARY – ASH WEDNESDAY 

7 pm  – Rev Anthea 

SUNDAY 26th  FEBRUARY – LENT 1 (ZOOM) 

10 am  Holy Communion – Rev Anthea 

SUNDAY 5th MARCH – LENT 2 

10 am  Café Service – Gwyn 

SUNDAY 12th MARCH – LENT 3 (ZOOM) 

10 am  All-Age Communion – Rev Anthea 



 
EVENTS 
 

FRIDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 
7-9 pm - Craft Group 
 

SATURDAY 18th MARCH 
2.30 pm Afternoon Tea 
 

FOOD BANK 
 
The next deliveries will be on Friday 17th February and 3rd March. 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE  

week beginning Sunday, 12th to Saturday, 25th February 2023 

‘There is nothing that makes us love someone so much as praying for them.’ (William Law) 
 
This week we give thanks: 

 That God can bring change to our lives if we allow him to; let us put our trust in him and, in turn, help bring 
God’s change to others. 

 For our Church building: for all it offers to us and to those who use the premises each week; may we 
generously and respectfully care for it. 
 

Please pray for: 

 All caught up in the Turkey-Syria earthquake: the bereaved, injured and survivors; pray that rescuers, medical 
teams and aid workers can access the roads safely in order to reach those areas cut off by the earthquake.          

 The world to face up to the fact that rising temperatures are due to human activity and that climate change 
now threatens every aspect of human life; pray for more serious steps to be taken to reduce global warming.   

 All waiting for hospital treatments, operations or urgent consultations.  

 The coming season of Lent that it may be a time of spiritual renewal and refreshment and that peace will 
reign in our lives.   

 Our Church family; all who are struggling; and for Edith, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Maureen, Carol, Sandra, 
Brenda and Charys; and for Ruth, Helen, Meaghan and Libby.   

 Rev’d Chris and Sarah as they say goodbye to all their friends and work colleagues in Maidstone; pray for 
happiness in their retirement and peace in their new home. 

 
You may like to use this prayer during the week: 
Loving God, help me to walk closer with you and to know you better.   
Give me a generous heart and show me how I can live with you and for you in my everyday living.  Amen. 

 


