
St Paul’s Church 
 

 
Dear all, 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 
I say that with just a touch of nervousness when considering the challenges that we continue to face both 
nationally and internationally, particularly as I am ‘a glass half empty’ sort of person. Nevertheless, it is good to 
look for the positives and these often come in the smallest of ways as we encounter people from day to day – 
that could be through a smile, a ‘thank you’, or a listening ear. Greater ‘intentionality’ with such things might 
just be a reasonable and achievable New Year’s resolution. 
 
The New Year will bring a period of change for the parish when I leave in February and in recent weeks a lot of 
people have asked me how long it will take for a new priest to be appointed. There is no easy answer to this as 
the process is fairly involved, but clearly all will be working to keep the interregnum as short as possible. The 
churchwardens, Rev Anthea, and Parochial Church Council (PCC), with the support of the Area Dean and 
Archdeacon, carry the responsibility of maintaining the life of the church and of developing a ‘Parish Profile’. 
 
A Parish Profile is a key part of the process of attracting a new priest to work with the parish as they seek to 
serve the needs of the church, the community, and the Gospel of Christ. It provides important information 
about the church and the surrounding community and needs to be carefully thought through, which can take 
time.  
 
The important thing to remember is that all will be doing their very best to ensure the smooth running of the 
church. Please pray for them and support them in the task ahead. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev Chris 
 
 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 8th JANUARY – BAPTISM OF CHRIST (ZOOM) 

10 am  Holy Communion - Rev Chris 

SUNDAY 15th JANUARY – EPIPHANY 2 

10 am  All-Age Worship - Gwyn 

SUNDAY 22nd JANUARY – EPIPHANY 3 (ZOOM) 

10 am  Experimental Sunday – Rev Anthea 

SUNDAY 29th JANUARY – EPIPHANY 4 (ZOOM) 

10 am  Holy Communion – Rev Anthea 
 

EVENTS 
 

SUNDAY 8TH JANUARY  
5 pm Oasis at St Nicholas, will be an outdoor ‘Christingle’ service with bonfire and hot dogs. 
 

FOOD BANK 
 

The next food bank delivery will be on Friday 13 January. 

  



 

PRAYER RESOURCE 
week beginning Sunday, 8th January 2023 

 

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart;  …seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.’ 
(Proverbs 3) 
 

We thank God for: 

 The life of Hazel who died on Christmas Day, and for all she meant to her friends at St Paul’s; pray for 
her family and friends at this sad time. 
 

Please pray for: 

 Peace, hope and joy in our world and in our lives this year.   

 The healing of bad memories; may we place our trust in a faithful Lord, thanking him for being that baby 
who changed us.   

 All whose lives have been disrupted already this year by ill-health, bereavement, family breakdowns or 
accidents. 

 The homeless, hungry and frightened during this cold part of the year; and for all who are giving up their 
time to help with the Churches’ Winter Shelter. 

 Our young people as they return to school and college, and may these places of learning be places 
where gratitude and generosity transform lives. 

 The residents and carers at Maidstone Care Centre as they cope with an outbreak of Covid which started 
just before Christmas.  

 Our Church family: all who are struggling; and for Edith, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Maureen, Carol, Sandra, 
Brenda and Charys; and for Ruth, Helen, Meaghan and Libby. 

 Those who feel they have no gifts to bring; open their eyes to the treasure in their souls. 
 

As we step into this new year, let us look forward with hope and joy, and with the freedom of knowing that 
God is at the centre of our life plans. 
 
 

 


