
St Paul’s Church 
 

 
 
Dear all, 
 

We come to the third Sunday of advent on the back of the recent news that, according to the latest census, this 
country is no longer predominantly Christian. I am sure that there are various sociological reasons for this as 
well as the fact that, certainly within the Church of England, there has been a steady decline in church 
attendance over recent decades that has led to an increasing age profile. 
 

Surveys suggest that many of those that no longer identify as Christian might consider themselves to be 
‘spiritual’ but not religious, many others will, of course, identify as atheists. These trends are a concern to those 
of us who see great joy in our faith in Jesus Christ and the message of his birth, life, death, and resurrection and 
wonder at how we can enable others to share that joy. 
 

The Christmas message is a powerful one and it is wonderful to engage with schools, and others, on the subject 
and to sing at various carol services. My hope is that we can present that message in new and meaningful ways 
that inspire us all to connect with God, through Christ, more fully, or even for the first time. I love the words 
from one of the advent carols that we sing at this time of year ‘Of the Father’s love begotten’ – the words of the 
first verse are as follows and hopefully you will also find inspiration in them; 
 

Of the Father's love begotten 
ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, 
he the source, the ending he, 
of the things that are, that have been, 
and that future years shall see 
evermore and evermore. 
 

Blessings, 
Rev Chris 

 
FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 11th  DECEMBER  - 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 am  Holy Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 

SUNDAY 18th  DECEMBER  - 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 am  Experimental Sunday - Rev Anthea 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE 

4 pm - Crib & Christingle Service  

SUNDAY 25th DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY 

10 am – Christmas Service 

SUNDAY 1st JANUARY – 2nd SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

11 am  Communion (said) 
 

EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER  

12 noon  FELLOWSHIP - Christmas Lunch - Newnham Court 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER  
2.30 pm Christingle making (children must be accompanied by an adult) 
 

 



FOOD BANK 
 

 
 

The last delivery before Christmas will be Thursday 22 December.  I attach some specific Christmas requests in 
the shape of a Christmas tree and their recent email appeal.  There is an increasing demand in Maidstone with 
300 food parcels delivered in October alone. 
 

If you are able to support financially, please donate online using the link on the Maidstone Homeless Care 
website or by donating food to the food bank.   
 

Best wishes and blessings to you all. 
 

Allert Riepma 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE 
week beginning Sunday, 11th December 2022 

‘We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’  
(John 1: 14) 
 
This week we give thanks for: 

 The wonder of the incarnation: Jesus came and lives in us by the Spirit.   

 All the treasures we have – food, clothes, clean water: may we show our gratitude by offering back our lives 
in God’s service.   

Please pray for: 

 Peace in our world, remembering the people of Ukraine learning to survive without power and living in war-
damaged homes. 

 People living close to Indonesia’s Mount Semeru, following the volcano eruption causing the evacuation of 
thousands of residents.  

 All who grieve, remembering our own loved ones who we see no more but who are always in our hearts. 

 All who will suffer during the cold weather this winter: the homeless, elderly, those living in sub-standard 
accommodation, and all struggling to afford the high heating costs; pray for those caring for others and those 
giving up their time to help with the Winter Shelter Project. 

 Our nation; pray that all leaders show wisdom and integrity and uphold the Christian values of truth, humility 
and love. 

 Our Church family, especially all who are struggling; and for Hazel, Edith, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Maureen, 
Carol, Sandra and Brenda; and for Ruth, Helen, Meaghan and Libby. 

 At Advent we remember that Jesus not only came, but that He is coming again; make this a time of 
preparation in readiness for His return. 

You may like to use this prayer during the week: 
Lord God, make me watchful and keep me faithful as I wait for the coming of your Son; that when He shall 
appear, he may find me not sleeping in sin, but active in his service and joyful in his praise.   Amen. 
 


