
St Paul’s Church 
 

 
Dear all, 
 

This coming Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we will light another candle in church to acknowledge 
a further step on the journey to Christmas, the time when we celebrate the birth of Christ. This ‘journey’ is also 
filled with anticipation for the return of Christ and the bible readings at services in Advent reflect that sense of 
what is to come. 
 

I love the developing tension of this time of year as it begins to feel a lot like Christmas. The Christmas lights 
appear, there are the usual jingles in the shops, the joy of school nativity plays, the endless Christmas films, the 
ritual of putting the Christmas tree up, and so on. All these things help with that growing sense of excitement – 
but we are not there yet. The world must patiently wait, because the waiting time is itself an important time to 
reflect on ourselves and our lives, and our relationship with God. 
 

A couple of Sunday’s ago was ‘Christ the King Sunday’ and I encouraged us all to consider the meaning of the 
presence of Christ in our lives. Last Sunday our bible readings in church caused us to reflect on how we are 
‘prepared’ in this waiting time for Christ, not just for Christmas but in anticipation of His return, however and 
whenever, that works out. 
 

Christ isn’t just for Christmas. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev Chris 

 

 
CRIB & CHRISTINGLE SERVICE – Christmas Eve 
We are doing things a little differently this year as follows; 
2.30pm CHRISTINGLE MAKING - children must be supervised by an adult (for ages 4-11) 
4pm      CRIB & CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
Can you help – either at 2.30pm with helping to make Christingles or at 4pm with the special nativity that 
Anthea is planning? Please see Anthea or Jenny Turner if you can. 
 

RECTORY SUPPERS 
We will be hosting these over the three evenings of Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th December at 
7pm. Sarah and I will host you in the Rectory and provide a two-course dinner and drinks – all you need to do is 
let us know that you would like to come (and any dietary requirements) by phone, 01622 297307, or 
email rev.chris@hotmail.co.uk or sarahlavender59@hotmail.co.uk. 
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 4th DECEMBER – 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 am  Café Church – Gwyn  

SUNDAY 11th  DECEMBER  - 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 am  Holy Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 

SUNDAY 18th  DECEMBER  - 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

10 am  Experimental Sunday - Rev Anthea 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS EVE 

4 pm - Crib & Christingle Service  

SUNDAY 25th DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS DAY 

10 am – Christmas Service 
 

EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER 

2 pm  MOTHERS’ UNION - Advent Carols & Crafts 

THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER  

12 noon  FELLOWSHIP - Christmas Lunch - Newnham Court 

SATURDAY 24th DECEMBER  
2.30 pm Christingle making (children must be accompanied by an adult) 
 

FOOD BANK 
 

The next delivery will be on Friday 9th December. 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE 
week beginning Sunday, 4th December 2022 
‘Our Lord, come!’  (1 Corinthians 16: 22)  
‘Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!’  (Revelation 22: 20) 

 

This week we give thanks for: 
 The life of Gilly and for all she meant to us at St Paul’s; pray for her family at this sad time. 
 The invitation to follow the star and find out what it is pointing to: the person of Jesus and the 

light he brings to each of us.  
 
Please pray for: 

 Peace in our world this Advent and Christmas time. 
 COP15 taking place this month in Montreal; and as nature reels from the effects of extreme 

weather driven by climate change, we pray for urgent action to protect and care for God’s 
earth.  

 People living in the most vulnerable regions of our world where climate change is having a 
catastrophic impact on their ability to produce food and supply water.   

 The people of China as crowds continue to take to the streets to protest against China’s zero-
Covid policy, and that the response to the protests is in line with international human rights 
laws and standards. 

 Our Church family, especially all who are struggling; and for Hazel, Edith, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, 
Maureen, Carol, Sandra and Brenda; and for Ruth, Helen, Meaghan and Libby. 

 The rhythm of the seasons to draw us deeper into Jesus’ life, and for the bareness and clarity of 
winter days. 

 
You may like to use this prayer during the week: 
Loving God, by the leading of a star you revealed Jesus, the Light of the World.  As I follow the star, lead me 
out of darkness into his wonderful light.  Amen. 
 


