
St Paul’s Church 
Dear all, 
 

So, I have returned from my travels abroad, thankfully with only slight delays with flights! The main purpose of 
our trip was to go to Oberammergau and see the Passion Play, about the last week of Jesus’ life. This is 
performed every 10 years and we had tickets for the 2020 production that was delayed due to Covid. 
 

The origins of the production go back to 1634 to a time when the bubonic plague was sweeping the region. 
Tradition has it that the performances started as a thankful response to God for the community surviving the 
ravages of that plague – the irony was not lost on me, as we entered the theatre, that we have been through a 
global pandemic! 
 

The production is epic and involves a cast of many drawn from the community and runs from May to October, 
5 days a week, seating 4500 people at a time. The play runs for a total of 5 hours, although you get a break of 3 
hours halfway through. I was singularly struck by the fact that there are no curtain calls by the performers at 
the end as this is presented as a spiritual experience that connects the audience with the significant events of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. It is powerful stuff and I challenge anyone not to be affected in some way! 

 
 
It was interesting to compare the whole experience with our time in Vienna just a few days before when we 
took the opportunity to see an opera at the Vienna State Opera House (cheap seats!). This was also a 
wonderful experience and yet somewhat different as we saw the opera Don Giovanni, by Mozart.  
 

Before leaving the UK a couple of people had made the comment that in seeing both productions we will 
effectively be moving from ‘hell’ to ‘heaven’ – how true those comments were when considering the storyline 
to Don Giovanni that presents the character as a self-absorbed womaniser with little care for the feelings of 
those that he engages with. He meets a sorry end of his own making. 
The passion play presents a totally different picture of self-sacrifice and suffering for the sake of others, and 
indeed, a powerful message of the grace and forgiveness of God through Jesus Christ as he cries on the cross 
“forgive them for they know not what they do”. 
 

Hell to Heaven, ignorance to transcendence, turmoil to peace, guilt to innocence, sorrow to joy – this is the 
Christian message, actually, and more poignantly, this is the CHRIST message. 
 
Blessings, 
Rev Chris  



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 

All services are in church, zoom is available for some services.  
 

SUNDAY 26th JUNE – TRINITY 2 
10 am Holy Communion – Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 3rd  JULY – TRINITY 3 
10 am Café Service – Gwyn 
 

SUNDAY 10th  JULY – TRINITY 4 
10 am All-Age Worship – Rev Anthea (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 17th JULY – TRINITY 5 
10 am All-Age Communion  – Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

EVENTS 
 
 

FRIDAY 1st JULY 
9.30 am BABY & TODDLER GROUP - (large hall) 
 

SUNDAY 3rd JULY 
11.45 am Anthea’s Celebration 
 

THURSDAY 14th JULY 
2.30 pm MOTHERS’ UNION – Maidstone & Me (Rev. Robin Williamson) 
 

THURSDAY 21st  JULY 
2.30 pm FELLOWSHIP – Education Team – Kent Fire and Rescue Service 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE  
week beginning Sunday, 26th June 2022 
 
‘Father God, thank you for the examples you have given in your word to help us pray.’ 
This week we give thanks for: 

 The summer and a time to take a break and enjoy the warm weather; pray for all who are unable to take 
a holiday for whatever reason. 

 Our family, friends and Church family: let us try to spend more time with those we care about this 
summer. 

Please pray for: 

 The people of Myanmar as widespread opposition to military rule is leading to conflict between the 
military and protestors and violence is forcing more than 1 million people to flee their homes; pray for a 
peaceful solution to the political situation, one that does not end in a nationwide civil war. 

 Protection, courage and hope for the future for all people living in warring countries; pray for peace and 
healing where there is anxiety and fear.     

 All who have been made homeless by violence and war; pray for the provision of safe shelter, clean water 
and food as well as a welcoming community to help them rebuild their lives. 

 Our young people as they complete exams, await results and face changes in the next phase of their lives.  

  Our Church family, especially all who are struggling; and for Joan, Gilly, Hazel, Edith, Peter, Pat, Alice, Jill, 
Trevor, Tony, Maureen, Carol and Margaret; and for Ruth, Joan, Helen and Meaghan. 

 God’s help for each of us to remember the views, feelings and needs of others and to reach out to them 
in love. 

You may like to use this prayer during the week: 

Lord Jesus Christ, teach me not just to be at peace but also to work for peace, to the glory of your name.  
Amen.    


