
St Paul’s Church 

Dear all, 

I do hope that you had a healthy and happy Easter. I’m going to be away for a little while so please note that there 

will be no update until mid-May, however the accompanying services and events information has details of all that is 

going on. 

As we are now in the Easter season the bible passages that we come across give details of various resurrection 

encounters with Jesus. One of my favourites is from Luke’s gospel, chapter 24, and is whilst a couple of disciples are 

on a journey from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus. As they walk a ‘stranger’ joins them and asks them what 

they are talking about on their journey. 

They go on to tell him all that they have experienced in the last few days. As they reach Emmaus, they invite him to 

stay with them. At dinner the stranger takes bread, blesses, and breaks it and shares it with them before 

disappearing from their presence – it is at this point that the penny drops, and they realise that it is the risen Jesus 

they have encountered. 

This encounter has inspired countless numbers of people across the ages in their ‘walk’ with Jesus. It speaks 

powerfully of Jesus present on our own very personal journeys through life, and yet it often takes time for the penny 

to drop – what causes that to happen may be different for each of us, and that may be a ‘process’ rather than a 

‘moment’, but it is no less significant than it was for those followers on their Emmaus journey all those years ago, 

and as they expressed at the time in their moment of realisation; 

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road”. Luke 24:32 

 

One of the ways that we ‘encounter’ Jesus is through Holy Communion - the sharing of bread and wine to remember 

His body broken and His blood shed. The pandemic had a significant impact on how we have gone about the sharing 

of communion which has meant that, currently, only the ‘bread’ (wafers) is distributed. The Church of England has 

made it clear that receiving just the bread is still ‘full reception’. However, I have, for some time, been considering 

when and how to return to sharing the cup (chalice) of wine and have now come to a mind on how this will be taken 

forward. 

 

 



 

As from Sunday 5th June (the Queen’s Jubilee) the chalice will be re-introduced. There are three options that 

communicants can choose from; 

 

1) Drink wine from the chalice as had been the case pre-pandemic. 

2) Take the wine by ‘intinction’ where the wafer given is dipped in the wine. 

3) Continue to receive just the wafer. 

 

All of these are full and sufficient means of receiving Holy Communion and, hopefully, meet the needs of all 

concerned. This has been a difficult period in the life of the church, and we are working to make everything as 

normal as possible as we fully appreciate that communion is a significant place of encounter with Jesus. 

 

Thank you for your patience and may your heart burn with desire to meet the risen Lord. 

Rev Chris 

p.s. 

As supporters of Church Army members of St Paul’s Church have been invited to the following open day at Lambeth 

Palace; 

    

 

 

Church Army Open Day, 6th May 2022 @ 12-3pm 
 

 

 

  
Church Army are delighted to invite you to a rare opportunity of a guided tour 
of Lambeth Palace Gardens, one of London's most beautiful and historic 
attractions. We are confident you will find it a wonderfully peaceful 
experience in the exquisitely maintained gardens there and will want to take 
advantage of the delicious refreshments on offer from our very 
own Marylebone Project catering team (MUNCH). Tickets are priced at just 
£5 per entry for adults (children and carers go free!), all funds raised will go 
towards the work of Church Army. 
  

 

 
  

More Info & Bookings Here! 

 

  

 

Make sure to invite your family and friends along. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

   

 

https://churcharmy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d453295a5e324f9cf7a50ce78&id=86ac39d75e&e=7da1f6a17a
https://churcharmy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d453295a5e324f9cf7a50ce78&id=65d5226820&e=7da1f6a17a
https://churcharmy.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d453295a5e324f9cf7a50ce78&id=28d3ebaffe&e=7da1f6a17a


 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services. 
 

SUNDAY 24th APRIL – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       Holy Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 1st MAY – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       Café Service - Gwyn 
 

SUNDAY 8th  MAY – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       All-Age Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 15th MAY – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       All-Age Worship - Rev Anthea (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 22nd MAY – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       Holy Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 29th MAY – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am       Holy Communion - Canon Liz (Zoom) 
 

EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 12th MAY 
2.30 pm   MOTHERS’ UNION - tbc (Canadian Mounties) 
 

THURSDAY 19th MAY 
2.30 pm   FELLOWSHIP - Great Comp Garden, nr Sevenoaks 
 

NOTICES 
 

THURSDAY 5th MAY  
11.45 am  Sheila Trumper's funeral - Maidstone crematorium 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE  
week beginning Sunday, 24th April 2022 
‘Father God, thank you for the examples you have given in your word to help us pray.’ 
 

This week we give thanks for: 

 Spring flowers and trees in blossom, filling our hearts with joy and hope; give thanks for our flower arrangers 
who fill St Paul’s with colour and beauty each week. 

 Our families and friends; pray that God may reach out to those who have no one and fill their loneliness with His 
love. 
 

Please pray for: 

 Peace in our world, remembering the people of Ukraine, Russia, Eastern and Central Europe; pray for the 
leaders of all nations that they may be granted wisdom, courage, integrity and a true and genuine commitment 
to all those they serve. 

 The people of Kabul, following a number of bomb blasts around the city; pray for the families of those who have 
been killed and for the injured. 

 Sri Lanka as the nation experiences a serious economic crisis. 

 All who are facing uncertainty in their lives: breakdowns in family life, money worries, health problems and the 
loss of jobs.  

  Our Church family: all who are struggling; and for Joan, Gilly, Barbara, Hazel, Edith, Peter, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, 
Tony and Maureen; and in our wider church for Ruth, Joan, Helen and Megan. 

 The needs of all who are dear to us that God’s love will fill each one of them and us with comfort and hope. 
 
You may like to use this prayer during the week: 
Jesus, help me to follow your way; help me to practice your truth; 
help me to live your life.  Amen.    



 

FOOD BANK 
 

It was really good to deliver a generous donation from St Paul's to the food bank last week Thursday.  I was excited 
as it had been less than two weeks that I had done an earlier delivery but you still donated a very generous amount 
of food, toiletries and some clothing.   I am sure it will be life giving to all the families and single people in Maidstone 
who are struggling to live for one reason or another: the Easter message put into action. 
 

Due to some other commitments, the next delivery will be a little later this time: Friday 6 May. 
 
Whilst it is not as cold as a few months ago, adult clothing will always be appreciated especially now with the heating 
costs so high.  At present there is a particular request for tinned meat, rice pudding and other tinned food.  I have 
not seen any pet food as part of your donations recently but this is always welcome.  
 

Thank you for your really encouraging support in so many ways.  

  

Finally,  I know we are all facing higher bills so whilst your generosity is really appreciated, do be sensible and make 
sure you can afford to donate with food or money.  Your prayers can be just as powerful or a word of 
encouragement.  You will be the best judge of what you can and can't do. 
 

Best wishes  
Allert Riepma   
 
  



 


