
St Paul’s Church 

Dear all, 

Hallelujah, Christ is risen, 

He is risen indeed, Hallelujah 

 
These words will ring out in churches across the land on Easter Sunday morning. Holy Week has been a sombre 

time as the events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus unfold, but all that turns to joy as Easter Sunday bursts 

onto the scene and the full force of the resurrection becomes apparent. 
 

Those that struggle with the reality of the resurrection might ask for proof, and there are some who will seek to 

argue the case accordingly. One of Jesus’ closest followers, Thomas, wanted ‘proof’ – he said; 
 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side I 

will not believe.” John 20:25 
 

The passage continues with these words; 
 

Then he (Jesus) said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” John 20:27-29 
 

‘BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO HAVE NOT SEEN AND YET HAVE COME TO BELIEVE’ 
 

‘Proof’ isn’t the point. Belief, or faith, is the point. The bible doesn’t set out to ‘prove’ anything, it sets out to 
present a relationship between God and humanity that is brought to perfection through God as Christ. 
 

The apostle Paul (he of the ‘road to Damascus’ experience) wrote this in one of his letters to the church in Corinth; 
 

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. 1 Corinthians:18 
 

What seems crazy in terms of ‘the world’, and the way we usually experience it, is not so with God. The cross and 
the resurrection seem so far removed from our world view that they come across as ‘foolishness’ and yet they are 
the most profound statements of the love, and the presence, of God and transcend our mortal lives in ways that 
have cosmic and eternal implications. 
 

Hallelujah, Christ is risen 
He is risen indeed, Hallelujah 
 

Happy Easter, 

Rev Chris 

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services. 
 

THURSDAY 14th APRIL - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7 pm ‘Stations of the Cross’ with simple act of Communion  and stripping of the altar - 

 Rev Robin & Rev Anthea (Zoom) 
 

FRIDAY 15th APRIL - GOOD FRIDAY 
2 pm An Hour at the Cross - Rev Chris (Zoom) 
3-6pm  Church open for Prayer & Reflection (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 17th APRIL - EASTER SUNDAY 
10 am Holy Communion - Ven Andrew & Rev Anthea (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 24th APRIL – SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 am Holy Communion - Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 14th APRIL 

2.30 pm MOTHERS’ UNION - Easter Bonnets & hot cross buns (small hall) 
 

THURSDAY 21st APRIL 

2.30 pm FELLOWSHIP - Queen’s Birthday Tea & Reminiscence Session (small hall) 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE  
week beginning Easter Day, Sunday, 17th April 2022 
 

‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me will live, even though they die;   and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die.’ (John 11: 25) 
 

This week we give thanks for: 

 New life that we enjoy because of the sacrifice of Christ.  Forgive us when we are tempted 
to slip back to old ways; to live independently of the guiding of the Spirit.  

 

Please pray for: 

 All who have been left traumatised and deeply wounded by what is happening in Ukraine; 
pray that the recent visit made by Dr Rowan Williams and other faith leaders has given 
comfort and hope.  

 Innocent people around the world who are facing injustices.  

 All who attend church services this Easter, that they may be touched in some way by the 
love of God.  

 Commitment by each one of us to care for creation, living sustainably and valuing the rich 
diversity of life. 

 Our Church family and especially all who are housebound, lonely or struggling with ill-
health; and for Joan, Gilly, Barbara, Hazel, Edith, Peter, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Tony and 
Maureen; and in our wider church for Ruth, Joan, Helen and Megan; pray too for the 
residents of Maidstone Care Centre (our local care home).   

 The joy, wonder and power of the resurrection to transform our lives, and the lives of 
others, as we realise that the same power has raised us from the dead and is at work 
within us by the Holy Spirit. 

 
You may like to use this prayer during the week: 

Lord Jesus Christ, may the message of your glorious resurrection continue to stir my heart and 
change my life today, just as it has spoken to so many across the years.   Amen. 


