
St Paul’s Church 
Dear all 
 

The situation in the Ukraine continues to be of great concern and our prayers continue to be that 
peace will prevail, that the occupying troops will cease their advance and that those who have been 
directly affected will receive the attention they need. I am holding an additional service this coming 
Sunday at 5pm, in St Nicholas Church, as a time of such prayer as we look to the hope of a way 
forward and to lament all that has taken place and all that seems likely to come. 
 

This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Lent and takes us a step closer to the most significant season of 
Easter. In Christian tradition Lent has a ‘heaviness’ about it as we consider our own fragility before 
God. But that heaviness doesn’t have the last word as Easter shows what the other side of the pain 
and agony of the cross looks like. Our desire is to see the agony of all that is going on in Ukraine to 
end so that we can find a way to the other side of that agony for the sake of all who are suffering. 
 

 
 
Here is a quotation that I found with an online resource called ‘The Reflectionary’ and was written by 
a gentleman by the name of Fred Rogers as part of a piece called ‘Look for the helpers’; 
When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, “Look for 
the helpers. You will always find people who are helping.” 
To this day, especially in time of “disaster” I am always comforted by realizing that there are still so 
many helpers – so many caring people in the world. 

 

In the midst of the chaos let us “look for the helpers”. 

 

Rev Chris 

 

God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions.  
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear,  
that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen 
Archbishop Justin Welby 
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

 



 

FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services. 
 

SUNDAY 13th MARCH 
10 am ALL-AGE COMMUNION – Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

SUNDAY 20th MARCH 
10 am ALL-AGE WORSHIP – Rev Anthea (Zoom) 
5 pm BAPTISMS -  Lauren & Oliver Williams 
 

SUNDAY 27th MARCH 
10 am HOLY COMMUNION WITH BAPTISM – Rev Chris (Zoom) 
 

EVENTS 
 

SATURDAY 12TH MARCH 
6.30 pm Fundraiser Quiz Night (details below) 
 

 
 

EASTER FLOWERS AT ST PAUL’S 
 

Easter is an appropriate time to remember a loved one, relative or friend who has died.  If you would like to 
contribute in this way, please complete a slip and place it with your donation in the envelope provided which 
you will find at the back of church. 
 

PRAYER RESOURCE 
week beginning Sunday, 13th March 2022 
‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.’   (Psalm 46: 1) 
 

This week we give thanks for: 

 Our journey through Lent, and may we welcome the Holy Spirit into our homes and our hearts. 

 All that we have, and pray for those around the world who have lost everything. 

 

Please pray for: 

 The people of Ukraine and for all who have had to flee their homes; for the many Ukrainians 
who live in Russia; for the Russian people and those who have relations in Ukraine; for their 
foreign community and church; and for a miracle to happen and the tanks to turn round. 

 



 

 All people to learn the way of justice as the gap between rich and poor widens. 

 Governments to find solutions for their most vulnerable people as the cost of living soars and 
basic essentials become unaffordable; in many places too, the extreme weather conditions are 
affecting crops, water supplies and livelihoods.  

 A fairer, kinder world where those who have more than they need give to those who don’t have 
enough; may we all open our eyes to see the needs around us and let us try to make a 
difference.   

 Our Church family: especially all who are struggling; and for Joan, Gilly, Barbara, Hazel, Edith, 
Peter, Sheila, Pat, Alice, Jill, Trevor, Tony and Maureen; and for Ruth, Joan and Helen. 

 Help to show God’s love to everyone we meet.  
 

You may like to use this prayer during the week: 

 

Generous God, teach me to treasure your image in others and share your gifts of generosity and 
abundance in love for the world and its people. Amen. 
 

MAIDSTONE HOMELESS CARE 

The above charity has been working in Maidstone for a number of years providing support for 

homeless people to find a home as well as work.  They also provide temporary accommodation 

before people move to a more permanent home. 

The charity does not work in isolation but works closely with other charities such as the Salvation 

Army as well as Maidstone Borough Council Social Services and the Housing department & the NHS 

and various businesses who provide services free of charge. 

During the pandemic Maidstone Homeless Care has also stepped in with food parcels for families and 

homeless people struggling to make ends meet. 

This is where we as a church support our neighbours in Maidstone who have been unlucky or 

sometimes have made unwise decisions in the past.  It is surprising how quickly homelessness and 

financial difficulties can become an issue due to climate change, war, job loss, rising energy bills or 

family breakdown.  If we are honest with ourselves, we know that none of us are immune from any 

of this and some of us have experienced this close at hand. 

At present it seems really difficult and overwhelming to know where our neighbours are as the news 

confronts us with so many difficult situations, especially in the Ukraine at present.  If you are not 

careful you can feel paralysed and don't end up doing anything at all. 

It will be a decision for all of us to know through prayer and sometimes plain common sense (e.g. I 

need to feed my own family too) who to support: we can't do it all. 

Here are a few options to ponder upon: 

1. Maidstone Homeless Care:  financial giving, please click on the following link on our website 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19006#!/DonationDetails  

2. or if you prefer to donate food and other non-perishable household items to Allert Riepma at 24 
Knowle Road, Maidstone, ME14 2BB.  Allert's road is opposite St Paul's church.  If Allert is away 
please place your items in the green bin right next to the red front door.  The next delivery is 
Friday 18 March. 

 

 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19006#!/DonationDetails


 

The Ukraine Crisis.  Some people are keen to donate items to be sent to Ukraine.  At present the 

general advice appears it is better to give financially for appropriate items currently in most 

need.  Also sorting donations can take a lot of time and transport to the region is very tricky. You can 

give to the DEC fund https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal or via Christian Aid 

https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?ApproachCode=CAM-

003194&_ga=2.5762547.1928861943.1646953808-1205067809.1646953808 

Hope this is helpful and Allert Riepma is grateful for all your support to the food bank which is a real 

encouragement to Maidstone Homeless Care. 

 

 

https://donation.dec.org.uk/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?ApproachCode=CAM-003194&_ga=2.5762547.1928861943.1646953808-1205067809.1646953808
https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/Step/1?ApproachCode=CAM-003194&_ga=2.5762547.1928861943.1646953808-1205067809.1646953808

