St Paul’s Church
Dear all,
This coming Monday is Valentine’s Day. To be honest, and probably to my shame, I’m not a great one for
doing much for the occasion (sorry Sarah), although I do quite like the sweets with the little messages on.

I’m sure that I am getting less ‘romantic’ as the years pass and maybe the birthday present that I recently
received should be a wake-up call - I assume it’s meant to be hung on my shed door to deter people from
entering.

So, perhaps I need to take something away from this year’s Valentine Day. Saint Valentine was a priest,
possibly a bishop, in the Roman Empire who was martyred and buried at a cemetery on the Roman Road
known as the Via Flaminia on the 14th February in about 269AD, during the reign of Emperor Claudius.
It is said that he was sent to jail for performing weddings for couples at a time when new marriages were
outlawed in ancient Rome. Before he was martyred (beheaded) he sent a note to the daughter of his jailer,
having miraculously restored her sight and hearing, and it was apparently this that led to the tradition we
now know of Valentines Cards. There are other such legends and stories associated with the tradition, but
this sounds good enough to me!
Personally, I think it good enough to consider the occasion as a reminder that we worship an all-loving God
who presents that love through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ who himself instructs us to
love God and love our neighbour.
Blessings,
Rev Chris

FORTHCOMING SERVICES
All services are in church, zoom is available on some services.
SUNDAY 13th FEBRUARY
10 am
ALL-AGE COMMUNION – Rev Chris (Zoom)
SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY
10 am
ALL-AGE WORSHIP – Rev Anthea (Zoom)
SUNDAY 27th FEBRUARY
10 am
HOLY COMMUNION – Rev Robin Williamson (Zoom)
WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH
Time tbc
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE WITH ASHING & COMMUNION (Evening) Rev Chris & Rev Anthea
SUNDAY 6th MARCH
10 am
CAFE WORSHIP – Gwyn McPherson

EVENTS
THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY
2.30 pm
ST PAUL’S FELLOWSHIP - Bring and Buy Auction (small hall)
WEDNESDAY 9TH MARCH (5 weeks)
7.30 pm
Lent Course (St Nicholas Church, Allington)
THURSDAY 10TH MARCH
2.30 pm
Mothers’ Union - Our Environment

PRAYER RESOURCE
w/c Sunday 13th February 2022
‘There is nothing that makes us love someone so much as praying for them.’
(William Law)
This week we give thanks for:
 Each new day and each sunrise, and reflect in wonder at God’s love of uniqueness.
 People in all walks of life who make a difference to our world, our country, our communities and our
church.
Please pray for:
 The people of Afghanistan where, under the new government, there are few jobs, little money and
children are malnourished because families cannot afford food or basic essentials.
 Children around the world who have not had the education they deserve, and those who are vulnerable
because they are not in school; pray for their protection and for the best solutions to the problems they,
and their families and communities, face.
 The homeless and hungry, especially praying for the volunteers, staff and guests at Maidstone Winter
Shelter, and for all in Maidstone who are struggling to make ends meet.
 In our Church family, all who are housebound, lonely or unwell; for Joan, Gilly, Barbara, Hazel, Edith,
Peter, Sheila, Pat, Alice, Jill and for Trevor, who is recovering in hospital following a fall; and in our
wider church, for Ruth, Joan and Helen.
 Your neighbours and the people living around you; as you walk or drive around your area, pray for their
needs and well-being.
You may like to use this prayer during the week:
Lord, open my eyes to see you, even in the most human of encounters. Remind me that you are in each one
of us, and that when I serve others, I am serving you. Amen.

