
St Paul’s Church 
Dear All 
 

Rev Chris has been away on retreat and has asked me to write the update this week. You may not have 
seen much of me in church this month (I’ve technically been on annual leave) but I’ve been very busy 
behind the scenes. I’ve been thinking about my next couple of services and how I might collaborate with 
others on those; I’ve met with baptism families, I’ve organised a blessing of rings for next month, arranged 
a funeral at the crematorium, started researching Lent courses and completed an essay.  
This weekend, Robin Williamson will be taking the service and the Church will be celebrating Candlemas, 
otherwise known as the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. Traditionally, this was the day 
that all the Church’s candles were blessed for the year and on Candlemas night, people often placed lit 
candles in their windows at home. 
  
The festival commemorates the time that Mary and Joseph went to the temple for the ritual purification of 
Mary, 40 days after the birth of her son, in accordance with the Jewish tradition. The story is found in Luke 
(2.22-40) and we read about Jesus meeting Anna and Simeon, and Simeon holding the baby and calling him 
a Light to the World. Simeon was a devout Jew who had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would 
not die until he had seen the Messiah. Simeon took Jesus into his arms and uttered these now famous 
words: 
 

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace;  
your word has been fulfilled.  
My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
A light to reveal you to the nations  
and the glory of your people Israel. 
 

Many of you will be familiar with this prayer, known as the Nunc Dimittis or Song of Simeon, especially if 
like me, you are a fan of Compline or Night Prayer as it’s the traditional ‘Gospel Canticle’ for this office. In 
fact, Luke’s Gospel is bursting with important prayers of the Church in the first couple of chapters, the 
others being The Fiat mihi, The Magnificat, The Benedictus, and The Gloria in excelsis. I don’t know about 
you, but I find it really helpful to understand the relationship between Scripture and liturgy, worship and 
belief. If you really want to show off at parties, the Latin phrase that captures the thought that prayer and 
belief are integral to each other is: 

lex orandi, lex credendi 
(what we pray is what we believe) 

first coined by Prosper of Aquitane in the 5th century and the favourite motto of liturgists to the present day. 
 

 
See you in February! 
Rev Anthea  

 
 
Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (detail), Andrea Mantegna, c. 1455 

 
 



 
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
All services are in church, zoom is available for some services 
 

SUNDAY 30th JANUARY 

10 am          HOLY COMMUNION – Rev Robin Williamson (Zoom also available) 
 

SUNDAY  6th FEBRUARY 

10 am          CAFE WORSHIP  – Gwyn McPherson 
 

SUNDAY 13th FEBRUARY 

10 am          HOLY COMMUNION – Rev Chris (Zoom tbc)    
 

SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY 

10 am          ALL-AGE WORSHIP  – Rev Anthea (Zoom tbc) 
 

SUNDAY 27th FEBRUARY 

10 am          HOLY COMMUNION – Rev Robin Williamson (Zoom tbc) 
 

EVENTS 
 

THURSDAY 10th FEBRUARY  
2.30 pm      MOTHERS’ UNION - Bingo & Quiz (small hall) 
 

THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY 

2.30 pm      ST PAUL’S FELLOWSHIP - Bring and Buy Auction (small hall)  
 

 
 
 

 


