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Keeping the church safe 
 

Although the church has been empty for much of the year, we have been working behind the scenes to make it 
ready for everyone to return when the crisis is over.  The floors are all gleaming with new coats of polish, and the 
whole building has been thoroughly cleaned. 
 

There are strategically placed hand sanitizer dispensers, together with lots of notices.  Everything possible is being 
done to protect you and your loved ones in church, so now it’s up to all of us to play our part to keep the risk of 
passing on the virus to an absolute minimum.  We look forward to welcoming everyone to our services again, but for 
the time being please “do not mingle” with anyone outside your bubble. 

Mark Turner 
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Services up to Easter 
Date Time Service 

  
  
  
  
  

  

10.00 am 

  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Online Lent Worship 

led by Rev. Robin Williamson 

    

10.00 am 

Palm Sunday Service  
with Holy Communion  
(in church & via Zoom) 
led by Rev. Robin Williamson 

  
  
  
  

  

2.00 pm 

Good Friday Service 

Online Eastertide Worship 
led by Rev. Canon Liz Walker 

    

10.00 am 

Easter Sunday Service 
with Holy Communion 
(in church & via Zoom) 
led by Ven. Stephen Taylor 

 

Welcome Anthea  
 

Now that Andrew has taken up his post as substantive 
Archdeacon of Maidstone, St Paul’s has been officially 
in interregnum since he left at the end of September 
last year.  This has left us rather in limbo, but with 
Anthea in training we had high hopes for the future. 
 

In the event, our prayers have been answered as we 
recently had confirmation that after her ordination in 
July, Anthea will be our new curate!  Her official title is 
Assistant Curate in the St Paul’s benefice and Minister 
in Secular Employment but I don’t think we have to use 
all those words when we speak to her.   

 

Welcome Anthea! 
Mark Turner 

 

An Update from Anthea  
 

I am getting towards the end of my intense, three-year 
period of study at St. Augustine’s College of Theology, 
and I’m preparing for my ordination (God willing!) in 
the summer. It still seems such a long way off though 
and I’m measuring time at the moment by how many 
assignments I have yet to submit. Sometimes it seems 
like too high a mountain to climb, especially as I 
prepare to re-open my hair and beauty business after 
lockdown with all the added burdens that will likely be 
placed on close-contact businesses, but I know that I 
am not called to do any of these things in my own 
strength; God journeys with us through these difficult 
times.  
 

As if this wasn’t enough, I have moved house this year 
too and am now closer to St. Paul’s  which will be 
handy when we can eventually get back to meeting in 
the church building, something we all look forward to. 
Saying that, I am very pleased to have been part of the 
regular Zoom services we have been able offer as a 
worshipping community, and I have been particularly 
encouraged to note that these services are accessed on 
our YouTube channel at other times by people not 
necessarily known to us. Let’s hope that the regular 
congregation as well as newcomers will be able to 
celebrate Easter together this year as life slowly begins 
to return to normal.  

Anthea Mitchell 
 3rd Year Ordinand 

 

Deanery Synod 
 

Since the beginning of the year, Deanery Synod and the 
Mission and Ministry Committee have been hugely 
active. The diocese of Canterbury has asked all 
deaneries to consider a document called ‘Shaping Our 
Life for a Flourishing Future’ and we have been given 
very tight timelines in which to consider and submit our 
responses. Essentially, the diocese is asking us to 
consider a radical reorganisation motivated by two 
important factors: the need to rethink our mission 
strategies and the need to find ways to operate more 
economically. Needless to say, this is a very delicate 
balancing act and requires a great deal of cooperation 
among the churches in the deanery as well as a 
preparedness (possibly) to let go some of the things 
which we may hold very dear. However, the potential 
changes are not being imposed on us ‘from above’; we 
have a good deal of agency, as a parish and in the wider 
deanery, to shape our own future and create a 
sustainable missional reach across our town. This is a 
real opportunity to embody our kingdom values and 
show the people of Maidstone just what can be 
achieved when we are united in Christ.  

Anthea Mitchell 
 3rd Year Ordinand 
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Church Finances and Fundraising 
  

We are continuing to lose income from plate collections and, 
most significantly, because the halls have not been used at all 
since early December. We are anticipating some of our 
children’s activity users will begin to return from 12 April, a 
further 4 months’ total loss since our last newsletter. We have 
yet to learn if or when other groups will be able to resume their 
activities. I will provide you with more details in the next 
newsletter.  
 

In the meantime, if you are able to support us further you can 
give in a number of ways: Direct to our Bank, Lloyds Sort Code 
30-95-37 Account No. 01894901 Account Name: St Paul’s 
Parochial Church Council with ‘Donation’ in the reference and e 
mail sue@susanwillmott.co.uk if we can claim gift aid. If we 
have a current form your confirmation is sufficient but if not, 
please add your address so that we can send 
you a form. Cheques are welcome – please 
send to me at 27A Northdown Close 
Maidstone ME14 2ER or you could use the 
contactless giving machine when we return to 
church or even our QR code.  Just hover your 
smartphone camera over this picture and 
follow the instructions that appear.  

 
Sue Willmott, Treasurer  

St Paul's Fellowship 
 

Hello to all our members! We trust you are 
staying safe and keeping well. Life is looking 
more positive now with Spring approaching 
and most of us having had at least one dose of 
vaccine. If Boris's road map goes ahead as 
planned we could be meeting again in July or 
August. Won't it be wonderful to get together 
and see old friends again? Once we have a 
firm date you will all be contacted. We shall 
also be investigating the possibiltiy of an 
outing in September!  I am sure we are all 
looking forward to the time we can meet in 
Fellowship together again. 
 

For more information about the Fellowship, or 
just a chat, contact Margaret Hawkes 01622 
763365, or Ann Lewis 07713192369 

 

Prayer Diary 
 

 
Each week as I prepare the Prayer Diary, I think about its role in 
relation to the prayer life of St Paul’s, and I trust that everyone 
is aware that this prayer facility is available for all the church 
family to receive.  In ‘normal’ times hard copies are available at 
church on Sundays, but at present you can only receive the 
Diary by email.  If you are not on my email list but would like a 
copy, please let me know and I will then be able to send it 
through to you each week.  Also, please let me know if you 
would like me to include in our prayers the name of someone 
you know who is in need or a particular situation which is close 
to your heart.     
 

You may also like to get in touch with me if you have an urgent 
prayer request, and, on the lines of a prayer chain or circle, I can 
contact everyone who receives the Prayer Diary by email, 
therefore enabling immediate prayer.           
 

Jenny Clifton 
Email:  jennykclifton@gmail.com 

 

Eco Church and Climate Change 
 

 
As you probably know, St Paul’s, together with 
other churches in Maidstone Deanery, has 
registered as an Eco Church, and a small team 
from our church family, when circumstances 
permit, will be working through an online 
checklist to assess how well we are caring for 
God’s earth in our church life and work, and in 
and around our building, with the aim of 
identifying the areas in which we must reduce 
our carbon footprint.  St Paul’s is also 
represented on the Deanery Environment 
Group, and the work of this Group is reported 
to Deanery Synod and our PCC.   
 
In order to keep God’s creation and the care 
of His world in the forefront of our minds as 
we worship at church, I continue to encourage 
the inclusion of prayer for the environment 
and the climate change emergency in our 
Sunday intercessions and the weekly Prayer 
Diary and, wherever possible, a mention of 
how the situation is impacting the world 
around us in sermons and talks at services, in 
groups and amongst ourselves.  We must all 
care about God’s world, recognise that it is in 
trouble, and do something about it.   

Jenny Clifton 

 

Spring Healing Hub 
  

Due to Government pandemic guidelines the Living Well team will bring the planned Spring Healing Hub to 
Maidstone virtually on Saturday 24th April for a morning of worship, teaching and group reflection on the theme 
of sorrow, led on Zoom by The Living Well Chaplain, Lorraine Apps-Huggins, between 10am and 12pm and 
booked individualised prayer between 1.00pm – 16.00pm.    
  

The Title for the day is:  
The Purpose of Sorrow - finding ways in which our sorrow, sadness and grief can deepen our faith and aid our 
healing.  
 

There will be an opportunity for individuals to be prayed with, in the afternoon online via Zoom, with two of the 
Living Well team. Bookings for an afternoon prayer appointment can be made on the day for 1.00pm, 1.45pm, 
2.30pm or 3.15pm and the process for this will be explained during the morning.    
 

People can also choose to book a mid-week prayer appointment at any time with the Living Well team 
through the administrator at contact@the-living-well.org.uk Registration for the morning is via Eventbrite using 
the following link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/144004273659  
 

Please note that this year, we are asking for a donation of £5 for the event.  The Living Well Team wait in 
anticipation to come to meet with you in person later in the year.  
  

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to get in touch with me Karen Sanders at ethical_nurse@hotmail.com or 
01732 870625 or the Living Well team at contact@the-living-well.org.uk  

mailto:contact@the-living-well.org.uk
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2F144004273659&data=04%7C01%7C%7C60c1e19264bf43f68cba08d8df4c3fd0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637504865868275752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wL
mailto:nurse@hotmail.com
mailto:contact@the-living-well.org.uk
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Mother’s Union 
 
During lockdown our members have 
continued to contact each other, mainly by 
telephone.  Regular publications from our HQ 
Mary Sumner House in London and the 
Canterbury Diocese M.U. have kept us 
updated on worldwide and local news and 
projects. 
 
In Maidstone recently the M.U. have 
supported refugee children being housed in 
Oakwood House and provided ideas for the 
women’s refuge.  Christmas cards and gifts 
were given to the Look Ahead clients in 
Maidstone and residents of Priority House 
and the Trevor Gibbens Unit at Maidstone 
Hospital.  Look Ahead clients will also receive 
Easter cards and eggs from the M.U. 
 

Hoping and praying that we will all be able to 
meet up again soon.   
 

You do not have to be a mother or a member 
to come to our meetings.  They are free and 
open to all, including men!   
 

With all good wishes for a safe and happy 
Easter to everyone at St Paul’s. 

Edna Tupper 

Curzon Road House Group 
 

The Curzon Road House Group has continued 
to meet, virtually, on a Tuesday, following 
and  enjoying the C of E  Lent material.  
 
We are very much looking forward to meeting 
in person over coffee and cake when the 
pandemic has eased. After Easter we have 
decided to embark on Pete Greigs '24/7 Prayer 
Course - Part I : How to Pray'.  
 
Once again there are great online resources 
enabling us all to be positively involved - we 
would love to have you join us! contact Tracey 
at the Church office for details. 

Anne Gillespie 

Services 
 

If you are unable or feel uncomfortable coming to services in 
church due to the pandemic or otherwise, our Sunday service can 
be accessed live (at 10:00 am). Please contact our Administrator 
Tracey admin@stpaulsmaidstone.org for further information.   
 
Additionally, there are services broadcast by many churches but in 
particular, Canterbury Cathedral and The Church of England. These 
can be accessed via: https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/worship/ 
 
Daily worship: online services. The following services are broadcast 
on the homepage above and on the Cathedral's YouTube channel. 
 
Morning Prayer   by 10:00 each day  

Evening Prayer   by 17:30 each day  

Choral Evensong   Live stream at 17:30 each day  

Sunday Eucharist   Live stream at 10:30  

Sunday Compline   by 20:00  

The live streamed services remain on line to watch later  
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-
online/weekly-online-services 
 

Weekly online services are live streamed each Sunday at 9am. 
These services also remain on line to watch later. 

Heathorn Street Home Group 
 

Heathorn Street Home Group has continued to meet all through 
lockdown via the power of zoom and we have really valued the 
time we get to spend together each week.  Meeting virtually has 
actually helped us immensely and opened up the group to those 
who would have been unable to join us in person under more 
normal circumstances due to distance or travel/family 
restrictions.  We are currently using the CofE lent materials 
based on the book 'Living his Story' by Hannah Steel which is 
generating some excellent discussions.  It is highly likely that we 
will remain a virtual home group even after lockdown 
restrictions are lifted (with some in person social events of 
course) as it has proved so accessible particularly for those of us 
with childcare commitments.  We are always happy for new 
members to join us, so please do get in touch for zoom meeting 
details, or keep an eye out on the WhatsApp group as they are 
also published there. 

Tracy Sherwood-Farnfield 

Food for Thought 
 

Thank you to all who are so regularly delivering tins, toiletries, 
toilet rolls and pet food and the like to Allert and Rosemary and 
an even bigger thank you to Allert and Rosemary for storing 
these things and then making regular trips to Knightrider Street 
to deliver them for distribution to those who find themselves in 
need. Allert’s next delivery will be Thursday 1 April.  If you would 
like to donate but haven’t their address, please get in touch with 
Tracey, St. Paul’s administrator. 
 
Giving with money helps the food bank to buy food, at a 
significant discount, that is most needed at that point in time. To 
give on-line the link is http://www.homelesscare.org.uk where 
there is a donate button or send a cheque to Homeless Care, 15 
Knightrider Street, Maidstone ME15 6LP. You can note that it is 
for Food for Thought.  

Churchwardens 
 

Mr Mark Turner 
01622 206529 

 

Mr Brian Beswick 
01622 678315  

 

Parish Administrator 
Mrs Tracey Pavan 

admin@stpaulsmaidstone.org 
01622 762370 

 (voicemail only - checked regularly) 
I am working from home - please do not hesitate to 
contact me via email and I will respond promptly. 

many thanks 

Contacts 
 at St Paul’s 

 

Website 
 

Don’t forget to make use of our website, which is updated 
regularly with all the information you need. 

www.stpaulsmaidstone.org  

mailto:admin@stpaulsmaidstone.org
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/worship/
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#morning
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#evening
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#choralevensong
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#eucharist
https://www.canterbury-cathedral.org/#compline
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
https://www.churchofengland.org/news-and-media/church-online/weekly-online-services
mailto:admin@stpaulsmaidstone.org
http://www.stpaulsmaidstone.org
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The Electoral Roll 
 

All Church of England parishes are required to maintain an Electoral Roll. Those people whose names are on the 
roll are entitled to attend and vote at the Annual Parish Meeting, attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
and are eligible for election to the Parochial Church Council. The number of people on the Electoral Roll also 
determines how many representatives can be elected to the Deanery Synod where decisions may be taken that 
affects the churches within the deanery. 

To be eligible applicants must be baptised, a lay person and 16 years of age or over and 
 

a) A member of the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England) living in the 
parish; 

 

Or 
 

b) A member of the Church of England (or a Church in communion with the Church of England) not living in 
the parish but has regularly attended worship in the parish during the six months prior to enrolment; 

 

Or 
 

c) A member of a Church (not in communion with the Church of England) which subscribes to the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity and also declares themself to be a member of the Church of England. They must have 
regularly attended worship in the parish during the six months prior to enrolment. 

Electoral rolls need to be revised annually so the current electoral roll will be displayed at the back of church from 
Sunday 28th March until Friday 30th April and published in the Easter Parish News.  Please check your details and 
inform me if there are any discrepancies or if your address has changed since 27th September 2019. If you are not 
entered on the church electoral roll and wish to be added this year, application forms will be available at the back 
of church from Sunday 28th March along with the electoral roll privacy notice. They can also be downloaded from 
the church website.  
 

All applications must be received by Friday 30th April when the roll will be 
closed until after the Annual Parochial Church Meeting which is being 
held on Sunday 16th May.  
  

Please return all completed forms to Jenny Turner (Electoral Roll Officer). 
 

c/o St Paul’s Church, Boxley Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 2AN. 

ANNELLS Deborah 

AUSTIN Diana Carolyn 

AUSTIN Raymond Dennis 

BAKER Gillian Margaret 

BERRY Catherine 

BESWICK Brian Colin 

BESWICK (Jean) Charys S F  

BETTERIDGE Barbara Mary 

BRAZIER Jill Elizabeth 

BUNCH Christina 

CASTLE Patricia Anne 

CLIFTON Jennifer Kathleen 

DEWING Alice Sylvia 

DICKERSON (Marjorie) Joan 

EVANS Yvonne 

FROST Carole Anne 

FULFORD Christine Elizabeth 

GAYNOR Arthur Jeffrey (Jeff) 

GAYNOR Gillian Phyllis 

GAYNOR Sandra Rose 

GILLESPIE Anne 

GILLESPIE Brandon Christopher 

GILLESPIE Christopher James 

GILLESPIE Sheralee 

HAISMAN Margaret 

HAWKES Margaret Elizabeth 

HENLEY Elizabeth Frances 

HEWITT Maureen Ann 

HOWARD Hazel Mary 

HUDSON Janet Margaret 

HUDSON Paul David 

JOYCE Jane Jillian 

JOYCE Peter Antony Arthur 

KIRRAGE Christine 

LEWIS Ann Denise 

MCPHERSON Gwyneth Vesta 

MITCHELL Anthea Joanna 

OKEKE (Chinedu) Edu 

OKEKE (Chinelo) Erica 

OKOLI Marilyn 

OKOLI Nkam 

PANNELL Ruth Elizabeth 

PATEY Barry 

PEAL Brenda 

RATHBONE Bryony Jane Ann 

RATHBONE Richard Gordon William 

REEVES Wendy Doreen 

RIEPMA Allert Karel 

RIEPMA Rosemary 

SHERWOOD-FARNFIELD Richard 

SHERWOOD-FARNFIELD Tracy Elizabeth 

SHIPSTONE Judith Mary 

SOAMES Iain Michael 

SOAMES Victoria Mary 

SPENCER Janet Elizabeth 

STENSON Gillian Mary 

THOMAS Maureen 

TRUMPER Sheila May 

TUPPER Edna Margaret 

TURNER Jennifer Ann 

TURNER Mark William 

VALE Sandy 

VINER John Edward 

WALKER Brian Ronald 

WALKER Gwendoline Mary 

WALLIS Bernice 

WEBB Trevor Roger 

WYLIE Carol 

Date for your Diary 

The Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting  

will be held on Sunday 
16th May 


