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Don’t forget to send me your news, 
thoughts prayers, notices and pictures! 

maidstone@streetpastors.org.uk

 If you would like to help us, please text 
your donation as below

To donate £5 text
BECZ01 to 70970

To donate £10 text
BECZ01 to 70191

Great news!
We are pleased to say that 
Jacqui Frances and Jane 
Stevens have now completed 
their first four training 
sessions, and are now Street 
Pastors - Welcome!
They will continue the rest of 
the training sessions when 
they come up.
  It doesn’t stop there! After a 
break for a few years, we are 
delighted to welcome Hilary 
Hooker back with us. With 
shorter hours being on patrol, 
this has meant Hilary is able 
to return.
  This is great news for us as 
we are now able to have the 
minimum amount to make up 
a team.

Very shortly, Robert Philo 
will also have completed his 
first four sessions so he’ll be 
joining us soon.
However, we aren’t getting 
complacent! As mentioned, 
these newest volunteers 
takes us to the minimum 
required. We are in need of 
more volunteers to join both 
our Street and Prayer Pastor 
teams.
  As pubs closing times are 
now 10.00pm, that means 
we are doing shorter patrols; 
approximately 8.30pm - 
11.00pm, so. Fancy giving it a 
go?
  We would love to have 
you join us on an ‘Observer 
Session’ for a night, so you 
can see first-hand what and 
why do the work we do. 

If you do - you’ll want to 
join us.

We are at a critical level with our 
Prayer Pastors - could you join us?
Whats involved? The Prayer 
team support the Street Pastor 
team. Their role is to pray for the 
Street Pastors, Urban Blue Bus, 
Police, Door staff, Pub and night 
time economy staff, CCTV staff, 
Emergency services, night time 
revellers, Homeless etc. The Prayer 
team meet the Street team at a base. 
They pray for things that occur 
during the night which are heard 
on the radio system, and those 
rung in by the street team. Want to 
know more? Please contact us at 
maidstone@streetpastors.org.uk or 
call Nigel on 07817 250705 

REFRESHER TRAINING - 14th November
Just a reminder, if you have been with us a 
Street Pastor for more than three years, it is 
a legal requirement that you have ‘Refresher 
Training’. This is booked for Saturday 14th 
November at Christchurch Parkwood. 

Miya, Anne, Gwyn, Phil and Ian have all 
confirmed.
If you have been with us three years or more 
and have not let me know, can you please do 
so ASAP?
Many thanks, Nigel

Jacqui HilaryJane



Weekly Report Updates
3rd October 2020
SP: Miya, Hazel, Anne
PP: Katy, Beryl, Nigel

Wet and windy night.
Team met at Switch at 8.30 
and after a chat and prayer, 
headed out at 8.45pm

Thankfully, compared to last 
Saturday, tonight was much 
better with less violence, but it 
was a lively, loud night.

Nigel had found out that CCTV 
wasn’t being manned from 
Friday 2nd through to early 
next week!

First call of the night was for 
some socks for a homeless 
man at Urban Blue Bus, he 
has been out of Prison for just 
three weeks. We are fortunate 
that we have a supply of 
clothing that we are able to 
give out. This gent was also 
given some gloves later on in 
the evening.

9.25pm
Radio call from one of the 
Police officers to see who else 
was on duty.

9.30pm
Prayer request for P at Kala 
Red. A very well known man 
to us, but at the moment, it is 
not deemed necessary to have 
him on the door, as they have 
much reduced hours! His lack 
of hours also results in loss of 
pay.

10.00pm
Chuck out time. There was an 
awful amount of noise in the 
lower part of the High Street 
at the end of the alley where 
we are in Switch. A lot more 
people are using the alleyway 
as a toilet, as they are all 
gathering at the food outlets 
there.

Nigel popped his head out 
of the door to see what was 
going on, and was met with 
a bit of verbal abuse from a 
male. The male didn’t like 
being informed the alley 
wasn’t a toilet. I won’t go into 
the language that came from 
him!
Note: Nigel to ask Switch if 
the landlord can fix the gate 
that we were able to shut 
in the past, and about the 
possibility of a second urinal.

10.20pm
Miya reported there was 
a good Police presence on 
Jubilee Square, so the team 
headed down Bank Street 
which was very noisy.

10.22pm
Tesco Week Street called for 
Police assistance as they had 
a shoplifter. Police responded 
that they were on the square 
but would head down there.
At the same time, Tesco Loose 
Road radioed through to say 
they had a male in the store 
who was clearly drinking, get 
into his car – grey Chrysler; 
LN06 OVC and drive off!

10.24pm
Tesco Week Street back on 
radio to say their guard had 
been assaulted and requested 
the Police immediately. They 
replied that they were on their 
way, Tesco replied to say the 
assailant had now made off!

10.30pm
Report of a large aggressive 
looking male, who was 
observed ‘goading’ people, 
amongst the crowd at the food 
outlets mentioned above. This 
group were very loud and the 
atmosphere was aggressive, 
this was born out by a good 
Police presence who attended 
the scene.

10.40pm
SP team attended a 
barefooted young lady with 
some flip-flops who was 
celebrating her birthday by 
relieving herself in a doorway!

Team returned to base around 
10.50pm for a debrief, prayer 
and headed home.

Other points of note:
Prayers said for doorman M at 
The Brenchley who suffered a 
heart attack.

A regular homeless man 
(name unknown) was take to 
Urban Blue Bus for attention.

Earlier in the evening, 
Bierkeller doorman G said a 
male approached him and was 
talking about being suicidal 
and headed off downwards the 
river. The Police searched the 
area but found no-one.

10th October 2020   
SP: Ian, Miya, Hazel, 
PP: Nigel, Jane, Baron

Wet and windy night.

Team met at Switch at 8.30 
and after a chat and prayer 
headed out.

There was a slight delay, 
due to an accident closing 
the road, of Nigel and Hazel 
getting to Switch. Ian and 
Miya were given the okay by 
Nigel to go out with Jane as 
an observer. Jane has done 
three of her four mandatory 
sessions and is more than 
capable of making up the 
team.

Continued.....



Weekly Report Updates .....Continued

An early discussion with 
Urban Blue Bus, highlighted 
there had been a number of 
incidents early in the evening, 
which had resulted in the 
Police being called upon for 
urgent assistance. One of 
these was about a homeless 
man who had been attacked 
on Jubilee Square.
Urban Blue Bus also had a 
request for a sleeping bag 
(from us) for a homeless 
person they had just dealt 
with.

9.10pm
Team radioed through with a 
request for prayers for a lady 
called M. She had managed 
to kick her drug use 6 years 
ago, but now has serious 
drink dependency. Her partner 
had been injured in a fight 
in Maidstone. The couple are 
having problems with their 
landlord as he seems to be 
making some unusual and 
personal requests of them!

9.18pm
Michael Swann at McDonalds 
Week Street, radioed through 
for Police assistance as a lady 
had, and was still threatening 
to stab him. She had been 
causing problems in the outlet 
and had been removed. She 
was being very abusive and 
caused a female member of 
staff a lot of upset by being 
racially abusive to her.
Before the Police arrived, 
Michael was back on the radio 
to say the lady had met up 
with two men and had now 
left the premises, the Police 
presence request was stood 
down.

9.30pm
SP team had a good discussion 
with a man outside the co-op 
in Week Street. He was feeling 
very down as he had just 

returned from Nottingham, 
and was worried about the 
high level of coronovirus cases 
up there.  
Just after this, they were 
walking near McDonalds when 
they had to move rapidly out 
of the way, as a man on an 
electric scooter was travelling 
at high speed, and was aiming 
straight for them! He soon 
disappeared from sight so 
they couldn’t ask for cameras 
to follow him.

9.50pm
Team returned to base to 
allow Hazel to replace Jane on 
the streets for the rest of the 
night.
At this time, UBB radioed 
through to us, to ask us to 
keep a look out for a lady 
(description given) who they 
were concerned about. The 
team headed straight out but 
could not find her.

9.55pm
Police were asking for CCTV 
to be kept on The Brenchley 
as it was getting very rowdy 
outside. They had managed 
to break up a crowd of people 
but were concerned trouble 
could have erupted (this 
seems to be ‘normal’ now as 
pubs are closing at 10.00pm).
Police radioed again to say 
extra officers were heading to 
Jubilee Square.

10.00pm
Once again, very, very noisy 
on lower High Street by the 
gates at Switch cafe. 
This now seems to be a 
regular gathering place for 
the food outlets. In speaking 
to the staff at the food outlet 
across the alley from us, 
they said they were hoping 
to reopen in the next week 
or two, which will bring even 
more people down the High 
Street.

Nigel has written to the 
landlord of the car park at 
Switch and Maidstone Borough 
Council, to see if the gate can 
be repaired. As the gate is not 
usable at the moment, the 
alley is getting used for people 
to urinate in, along with other 
fowl behaviour!

The SP team had already had 
a conversation earlier in the 
evening with a lady H. 
The door staff at The Stag 
made them aware that a lady 
opposite them at the bus stop 
was in a bad way. This lady 
was H, and she was ‘much 
worse for wear’! She had 
vomited a lot and this was all 
over clothing and in her hair, 
the team did all they could to 
help clean her up.

Around 10.00pm, the rain 
started to fall quite heavily. 
This was a blessing as the 
crowds soon dispersed, and 
thankfully, the night calmed 
down quite soon after this.

Team returned to base around 
11.00pm. We were joined by 
Steph from UBB who thought 
there maybe a new drug doing 
the rounds. UBB had been 
asked a lot in the evening for 
bottled water, a sign of drug 
use. It was also reported 
there was a really strong smell 
of cannabis around Jubilee 
Square for a lot of the night.

Thankfully, over all, it was a 
calmer (less violence), but still 
very noisy on the streets.

After debrief and prayer, 
we headed home around 
11.15pm.

Continued.....

10.40pm
SP team attended a 
barefooted young lady with 
some flip-flops who was 
celebrating her birthday by 
relieving herself in a doorway!

Team returned to base around 
10.50pm for a debrief, prayer 
and headed home.

Other points of note:
Prayers said for doorman M at 
The Brenchley who suffered a 
heart attack.

A regular homeless man 
(name unknown) was take to 
Urban Blue Bus for attention.

Earlier in the evening, 
Bierkeller doorman G said a 
male approached him and was 
talking about being suicidal 
and headed off downwards the 
river. The Police searched the 
area but found no-one.

10th October 2020   
SP: Ian, Miya, Hazel, 
PP: Nigel, Jane, Baron

Wet and windy night.

Team met at Switch at 8.30 
and after a chat and prayer 
headed out.

There was a slight delay, 
due to an accident closing 
the road, of Nigel and Hazel 
getting to Switch. Ian and 
Miya were given the okay by 
Nigel to go out with Jane as 
an observer. Jane has done 
three of her four mandatory 
sessions and is more than 
capable of making up the 
team.

Continued.....



.....Continued

17th October 2020   
SP team: Mig, Emma-Jane, 
Jacqui, Hazel
PP team: Mary, Nigel

What a great start we had; 
Jacqui had today completed 
her 4th training session, so 
now, she IS a Street Pastor 
and not an observer. She was 
given her uniform tonight so 
it was a great privilege to 
welcome her on-board. 
Unfortunately Grenville was 
unwell so he could not join the 
prayer team tonight.

Prayers were said for both 
Jacqui and Grenville, along 
with some for other members 
of tonight’s team.
The team headed out just 
after 8.30pm.

8.30pm
Message from UBB to us 
for help with two men. The 
two foreign men had found 
themselves homeless, and 
we were able to offer them 
sleeping bags.
When our team caught up with 
these men to give them the 
sleeping bags, the men told 
them they had found an old 
boat which they were going 
to sleep in. It is thought this 
maybe the burnt out shell of 
Embankments – not an ideal 
place to squat in. They were 
given information of where to 
go to get further help*.

Radio message from Fremlin 
Walk security, as a drunken 
man was in their car park 
looking for his car! The man 
got into his Audi and drove 
away, his registration details 
were given to the Police.

9.10pm
The team met with homeless 
lady S and her ferret Monster 
Munch! She was concerned as 
Monster Munch was not well!

9.45pm
The current doorman at Kala 
Red is having a hard time as 
our regular friendly doorman 
P was still absent looking after 
his father. It is looking as 
though his father is now in a 
really bad way and is thought 
to be passing away.

9.55pm
Mig rang in for prayer, as 
a known homeless man P, 
was insistent on following 
them. This man can be quite 
confrontational and despite 
talking to him, he didn’t seem 
to want to leave them.

Mig shortly returned to Switch 
to collect a dustpan and brush 
as they had come across a lot 
of broken glass.

10.10pm
Very large heated fight 
between a group of young 
ladies in the High Street. 
Further assistance was called 
for and there was a good 
Police presence to calm the 
situation down. 
This disturbance had wound 
its way down the High Street 
and ended up at the end of 
the alley at Switch.

At the same time as this 
incident, there was another 
call for UBB to attend Source 
Bar, as a lady had passed out, 
outside their premises.

10.15pm
Another urgent call for Police 
assistance from the Zoo 
bar, the Police then radioed 
through to ask for further 
assistance. No more of this 
incident was heard.

10.25pm
SP team alerted us of an 
incident where a young lady 
and her friend we treated 
roughly by a young man 
walking pass them, he 
grabbed her arm. 
It was not known if these two 

people knew each other, but it 
was a worrying incident.

10.42pm
UBB radioed through to say 
there was ‘trouble kicking 
off’ outside the Town Hall on 
Jubilee Square. It is thought 
the Police were on the square 
and dealt with the situation.

* When we heard about 
these two men, Mary knew of 
some people who help with 
a soup and sandwich run on 
Sundays for the homeless. 
These people are very helpful 
towards the homeless and 
Mary was aware they may be 
able to help. They brought 
down to us at Switch, two 
tents, 5 rucksacks, some new 
packs of socks and other odds 
n ends. We have these in our 
store cupboard for future use.

Lots of incidents in Switch 
alley of people urinating. Nigel 
has been in touch with MBC 
and the landlords of the car 
park about the gate not being 
in use.

When the team returned to 
Switch and the end of the 
night, there were again two 
men loitering in the alley. 
Emma-Jane confronted them 
and they were clearly seen 
handing drugs between them. 
They made off as soon as 
Emma-Jane spoke to them.

After a debrief and prayers we 
left around 11.20pm.

Continued.....



.....Continued

24th October 2020   
SP team: Gwyn, Mary, Derek, 
Miya, Hazel
PP team: Tim, Nigel

This must have been the 
wettest and windiest night 
ever for our Street Pastors, it 
was pouring extremely hard 
all night, in the end, this 
proved to be helpful!

The night started before it was 
intended to! 
On turning into the alley 
at Switch, Nigel and Hazel 
came across a man who was 
reeling in the alley, and seeing 
the headlights startled him 
and he fell over after losing 
his footing on the ‘sleeping 
policeman’. 
Nigel got out of the car to 
assist and found the foreign 
man was very drunk, he 
was assisted to his feet and 
was very incoherent. He was 
holding his hand and arm and 
obviously was in pain. Nigel 
tried find out some details 
but the man being foreign 
and very drunk, was unable 
to offer details. Nigel radioed 
for Urban Blue Bus to attend 
which they did straight away; 
they attended to him in a 
doorway just up from Switch.

When UBB arrived at Switch, 
they said that Val and Ian 
were having a lot of abuse 
from the manager (?) at 
Reddys newsagent on Jubilee 
Square. He was very agitated 
about them parking the bus 
on the square and it blocking 
the view of people looking for 
it!

After getting off to this start, 
the team dressed for the 
weather and headed out 
around 8.40pm.

8.45pm
UBB radioed for Police 
assistance as a couple were 

fighting on Jubilee Square. 
The male was being very loud, 
abusive and threatening. CCTV 
kept watch on them for some 
time, the male was observed 
for some time and headed 
off down the High Street and 
Pudding Lane, and then ran off 
down Medway Street where he 
was last seen.

8.50pm
Miya called in a request for 
prayer, as three ladies were 
having a big, heated argument 
outside the Stag.

9.10pm
McDonald Week Street 
security radioed through to 
see if Police were around 
to assist. There was a male 
wearing with what was 
described as a knuckle-duster. 
The Police were unable to 
attend and advised the guard 
to monitor from a distance. 
The male left the area shortly 
afterwards.
The guard also alerted the 
Police, that residents of a flat 
opposite Tesco in Week Street 
were again throwing things 
from the window at people 
passing by! It is thought these 
occupants also ‘water bomb’ 
Police vehicles when they 
pass.

9.35pm
There was a call over 
the radio to see if 
cameras were available 
to monitor around the 
area where the Kentish 
Lady is moored. 

Control said there were 
cameras but they were 
not working!**

10.00pm
Britannic Fish Bar 
radioed for Police 
assistance as there 
was a large fight 
outside their premises.

10.10pm
Ashes radioed for assistance 
from UBB.

10.15pm
Sapphire Cabs radioed for 
Police assistance as they had 
a man banging on their door 
who was being aggressive.

10.20pm
The team returned to base 
absolutely drenched. Due to 
the persistent rain, the town 
seemed to clear rather quickly, 
however, there were still some 
loud people around who the 
rain didn’t seem to bother!

After a debrief and prayers, 
we mopped up the floor 
at Switch and left around 
10.30pm – probably the 
earliest for some time!
**On leaving Switch and 
driving across the bridge, 
there was a large Police 
presence and an ambulance 
in Hart Street. Two policemen 
were chasing, and detained 
a man at the junction of 
Fairmeadow.

It is unclear if this was related 
to the request an hour earlier 
for CCTV at the Kentish Lady.



Miya’s Market Message
Did you see the video prayer that Miya 
recorded of her experiences at Maidstone 
Market?
If not, you can watch it on our web site     
www.maidstone.streetpastors.org uk  
It is a wonderful, moving testimony of her, 
and the other volunteers that patrol there 
on Saturdays.

Insp Mark Hedges who 
recorded a message for 
our 10th Anniversary 
video, has been promoted 
to a new post in 
Canterbury. 
Mark said “Can you 
please also pass on my 

thanks and appreciation to the Street Pastor team. 
Again they are absolute stars and the work you all 
do I know has protected numerous people from 
coming to harm”.
We’d like to thank Mark for his support to us 
and wish him well.



Teams for November
The rotas as they stand for November are 
shown below.

Since we have been back on patrol from 4th 
July, things have worked really well. 

We meet at Switch as normal, but we do not 
have tea, coffee or refreshments unless they 
are brought in by the individual.

Each SP has a bottle of alcohol santitiser they 
take with them. 
Although not compulsory to wear, but are 
advisable, there are latex gloves and face 
masks available to take as well.

Due to recent changes from the Government, 
our shifts are now 8.30pm - 11.30pm.

In order for things to run as smoothly as 
possible, could you all let me know if you are 
available.

07/11/2020 Ian Hazel Hilary Baron Nigel
14/11/2020 Mig Emma Jane Jacqui Mary Grenville Nigel
21/11/2020 Gwyn Derek Mary Sheila Tim Nigel
28/11/2020 Miya Anne Jane Katy Beryl S Nigel

Happy New Year!
Yes, we need to think of our usual New Year 
Eve patrol.
We will NOT be patrolling on Saturday 26th 
December or Saturday 2nd January, but 
will have combined teams on Thursday 31st 
December.

26th December would be: Miya, Anne, Jane, 
Katy, Beryl S and Nigel.

2nd January would be: Ian, Hazel, Hilary, 
Baron and Nigel.

I hope these two teams maybe able to 
combine as one, however. If anyone else 
would like to join us on New Year Eve, you 
would be very welcome - it is normally a 
good humoured night.

The problem we have at the moment is that 
pubs are closing at 10.00pm, who knows if 
this will be the case in late December?
Assuming it is, what is the night time 
economy going to be like - will people stay 
in the town centre until midnight? Questions, 
questions!

Can you please all let me know what you do? 
Thanks all, Nigel

Email
maidstone@streetpastors.org.uk

Web 
maidstone.streetpastors.org.uk

Facebook  
facebook.com/maidstonestreetpastors


